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     If you are reading this issue of The Lamp-
lighter you are connected with First Congre-
gational Church in some way. Maybe your 
connection is through your parents or grand-
parents. Perhaps your connection came 
through Vacation Bible School or some other 
ministry of the church over the years. For 
many of you the connection is close and ac-
tive because you Worship with FCC most 
Sundays and participate through a ministry, 
board, or committee. Regardless of your cur-
rent connection and how it came about, First 
Congregational Church extends an invitation 
to you and your entire family to join us for 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY on September 
17, 2017. 
     HOMECOMING SUNDAY begins at 
10:00am with a special Sunday Worship Cele-
bration. After Worship, we will gather at 
Trumble Park, just north of FCC, for our AN-

NUAL CHURCH PICNIC. We will enjoy 
Worshiping together and learn something 
from the Bible, then we will enjoy some good 
food, conversation, and lots of laughs on into 
the afternoon. This is going to be a GREAT 
day. We hope YOU will be part of it. 
     While FCC is emphasizing September 17, 
2017 as HOMECOMING SUNDAY, it is 
also NATIONAL BACK TO CHURCH SUN-
DAY. This marks the fourth consecutive year 
FCC has joined with thousands of Christian 
churches all over the United States to invite 
our friends and neighbors BACK TO 
CHURCH. In our case, we are inviting our 
friends and family who are already connected 
to FCC in any way to come back to your 
church.  
     NATIONAL BACK TO CHURCH SUN-
DAY started in 2008 with about 600 churches  
CONTINUED - See ñHomecoming,ò on p. 2 

 

     Sometimes I get really frus-
trated because I seem to make the 
same mistakes over and over 
again. I am pretty sure some of 
you can relate. I know the Apos-
tle Paul could. He wrote, "I do 
not understand what I do. For 
what I want to do I do not do, but 
what I hate I do.  For I know that 
good itself does not dwell in me, 
that is, in my sinful nature. For I 
have the desire to do what is 
good, but I cannot carry it 
out. For I do not do the good I 
want to do, but the evil I do not 
want to doðthis I keep on do-
ing" (Romans 7:15, 18-19).  

     There are a handful of mis-
takes that seem common to all of 
us. The problem is they make a 
life a lot harder than it really 
needs to be. We make these mis-
takes again and again. They are 
borne out of our human condi-
tion, but they need to be over-
come, nonetheless. 
1. We assume our situation is 
totally unique and we are com-
pletely alone. 
     For some reason, when we 
find ourselves in a difficult situa-
tion, we tend to isolate ourselves 
as we believe satan's lies that no 
one else has ever gone through 

what we are going through and 
no one can help. Paul wrote, "No 
temptation (from the Greek, pei-
rasmos: "temptation, testing, or 
trial") has overtaken you except 
what is common to humanity" (1 
Corinthians 10:13). In other 
words, whatever we find our-
selves going through, someone 
else has already gone through it. 
In addition, God promised, "Be 
strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
the LORD your God will be with 
you wherever you go" (Joshua 
1:9). No matter what occurs, your 
situation is not unique and you 
are most certainly not alone. 
2. We are too easily offended 
because we ascribe intent. 
     We tend to take things much 
too seriously. Another driver cuts 
you off. Your friend does not text 
you back. A co-worker went to 
lunch without you. When things 
like that happen, we ascribe in-
tent -- we take it as a personal 
affront, which leads to being of-
fended, which leads to anger. Of 
course, the slight was never  
CONTINUED - See ñPastorò 
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     Plans are nearly complete 
for FCCôs August Worship 
Celebrations and we look for-
ward to wonderful times to-
gether. However, as you can 
see, there are still opportuni-
ties to serve as Liturgist, 
Greeters, and by providing 
Social Time snacks this 
month. Any member of friend 
of FCC is encouraged to serve, 
even if for the very first time. 
If you would like to volunteer, 
please call the Church Office 
(989-299-6684), or sign up at 
the back of the Sanctuary. If 
you have questions, see a  
Deacon or Pastor Steve.   

August 6, 2017 
Liturgist:                        OPEN 
Ushers:                Jim Schuyler 
                          Shari Schuyler 
Nursery:           Bailie DeFrenn 
Snacks:                     Schuylers 

August 13, 2017 
Liturgist:                Lori Childs 
Ushers:               George Polen 
                            Shirley Polen 
Nursery:                         OPEN 
Snacks:                          Polens 

August 20, 2017 
Liturgist:              Sherry Dean 
Ushers:                   Brad Ritter 
                 Mary Jane Edwards 
Nursery:                         OPEN 
Snacks:                     Edwardsô 

August 27, 2017 
Liturgist:                        OPEN 
Ushers:               Rodney Dean 
                             Sherry Dean 
Nursery:        Tammy Schuyler 
Snacks:                           Deans 



     First Congregational 
Church is pleased to announce 
plans for a unique type of 
Worship Celebration that will 
hopefully involve a significant 
number of individuals and 
groups. SIMPLY WORSHIP 
is a Sunday Worship Celebra-
tion made up entirely of the 
God-given talents and abilities 
of the church family. It is 
scheduled for Sunday, Octo-
ber 15, 2017 and will take up 
the entirety of the Worship 
Celebration that morning. 
PLEASE NOTE: This is a 
different date than was previ-
ously announced. SIMPLY 
WORSHIP has been resched-
uled to allow more people to 
prepare and participate (Yes, 
we are talking about YOU). 
     The Bible teaches, ñGod is 
spirit, and his worshipers 
must worship in the Spirit and 
in truthò (John 4:24). That is 
the only requirement for par-
ticipation in this unique time 
of celebration and worship. 
SIMPLY WORSHIP is NOT 
a talent show. However, it is 
an opportunity for members of 
friends of First Congregation-
al Church to worship God 

through their talents and abili-
ties. There will be a signifi-
cant amount of congregational 
singing. In addition, groups 
and individuals are encour-
aged to worship through mu-
sic, dance, poetry, reading,  
drama, humor, painting, pho-
tography, sculpture, wood-
working, quilting, knitting, 
embroidery, cooking, and any-
thing else that glorifies God. 
Those forms that fit into an 
order of worship will all be 
incorporated that morning, 
while forms that are better 
displayed will be shown all 
around the Sanctuary. The 
only stipulation is whatever is  
shared or displayed must ex-
press worship and attempt to 
glorify God.  
     There is no age limit, 
young or old, for participa-
tion. Make YOUR plans and 
prepare to participate in 
SIMPLY WORSHIP on Oc-
tober 15, 2017 by sharing 
your talents and abilities, and 
supporting others of our 
church family as they do the 
same. 

 

     As most readers our 
aware, First Congregational 
Church took unanimous 
action at the 121st Annual 
Meeting on January 22, 
2017 to adopt the recom-
mendation of the Board of 
Trustees and initiate, 
ñRAISE THE ROOF.ò 
The project was designed to 
raise $50,000 to finance 
critical repairs on our 119 
year old building including 
removing of the chimney 
on the north corner, rerout-
ing the heating exhaust 
vent, and replacing the en-
tire roof.  
     Since actual giving start-
ed in early February an im-
pressive $45,563 has been 
raised through donations 
from members and 
friends, as well as two 
Roast Beef Dinners to 
date. To raise this amount 
in just six months is abso-
lutely amazing and a testa-
ment to Godôs faithfulness, 
as well as the generosity of 
his people. To all who have 
contributed large amounts 
and small FCC says a big 

THANK YOU! All the 
work has been completed at 
this point and we are very 
pleased with the results. 
     However, we are still 
about $5,000 short of put-
ting RAISE THE ROOF 
over the top. Completing 
this challenge will allow 
FCC to replace money tak-
en from the Building Fund 
to cover the shortfall, 
which will allow us to pay 
for the replacement of the 
rooftop air conditioning 
unit that went out last 
month. Yes, that seems to 
be the way life goes, 
doesnôt it? We had not 
planned on replacing that 
unit, but it must be done 
and that work is tentatively 
scheduled for the first week 
of August. Of course, we 
are all in it together and 
because we are people of 
faith we know our God is 
faithful and always pro-
vides what we need. So, 
please make this a matter of 
prayer and consider your 
participation as the Lord 
leads. Thanks! 

 

HOMECOMING 
(continued from p. 1) 

participating, and has since grown to over 30,000 churches. 
Statistically, most adults grew up in church, but less than half 
currently attend. However, 82% of those who do not attend 
would give it another try if invited.  
     As previously stated, our ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC, 
follows the Worship Celebration on Sunday, September 17, 
2017. As is usually the case, it will take place at Trumble 
Park, just north of the Church building. The Board of Deacons 
are planning an afternoon of good food and fellowship, and 
everyone is invited to join in the fun. Bring a dish or two (or 
three) to share, a 2-liter bottle of your favorite soft drink, and 
picnic-type table service for your family. FCC will supply 
burgers, hotdogs, and everything else for a great day. We also 
invite anyone who has outdoor games such as horseshoes, 
cornhole, etc., to bring them.  
     Has it been a while since you worshiped with First Congre-
gational Church? Have you met the new pastor? Fact is, Pastor 
Steve has been with us over three years and he is not new any-
more. So, if you have not met him it has been longer than that. 
For some of you, we know might have gotten your feelings 
hurt over something that happened in the past, or someone 
said something you did not like. We are sorry that happened. 
Maybe you have just gotten out of the habit. HOMECOM-
ING SUNDAY is the PERFECT day to renew old acquaint-
ances and Worship with YOUR church. We hope to see YOU 
on Sunday, September 17, 2017!  


