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     How long has it been since 
you Worshipped with FCC? 
While some were present for 
last Sundayôs Worship Cele-
bration, others canôt remem-
ber the last time. Either way, 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
is going to be a very special 
day that everyone should be 
part of. 
     First Congregational 
Church extends an invitation 
to you and your entire family 
to join us for HOMECOM-
ING SUNDAY on Septem-
ber 17, 2017. The day begins 
at 10:00am with a special 
Sunday Worship Celebration. 
After Worship, we will gather 
at Trumble Park, just north of 
FCC, for our ANNUAL 
CHURCH PICNIC. We will 
enjoy Worshiping together 
and learn something from the 
Bible. Then we will enjoy 
some good food, conversa-
tion, and lots of laughs on into 
the afternoon. This is going to 
be a GREAT day. We hope 
YOU will be part of it. 
     Because FCC has over a 
century of history there are 
lots and lots of people con-
nected with our congregation.     
If you are reading this issue of 
The Lamplighter you are 
probably connected with FCC 
in some way. Maybe your 
connection is through your 
parents or grandparents. Per-
haps your connection came 
through Vacation Bible 

School or some other ministry 
of the church over the years. 
For many of you the connec-
tion is close and active be-
cause you Worship with FCC 
most Sundays and participate 
through a ministry, board, or 
committee. For others, the 
connection still exists even 
though you have not been an 
active part of FCC for some 
time. To you we say, your 
seat is STILL here! Regard-
less of your current connec-
tion and how it came about, 
we extend this special invita-
tion to be part of HOME-
COMING SUNDAY. 
     While FCC is emphasizing 
September 17, 2017 as 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY, 
it is also NATIONAL BACK 
TO CHURCH SUNDAY. 
This marks the fourth consec-
utive year FCC has joined 
with thousands of Christian 
churches all over the United 
States to invite our friends and 
neighbors BACK TO 
CHURCH. In our case, we are 
inviting our friends and family 
who are already connected to 
FCC in any way to come back 
to your church.  
     NATIONAL BACK TO 
CHURCH SUNDAY started 
in 2008 with about 600 
churches participating, and 
has since grown to over 
30,000 churches. Statistically, 
most adults grew up in 
church, but less than half cur-

rently attend. However, 82% 
of those who do not attend 
would give it another try if 
invited.  
     As previously stated, our 
ANNUAL CHURCH PIC-
NIC, follows the Worship 
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FCC to Host Roast Beef Dinner 
     First Congregational 
Church of Durand will host a 
family-style, ñall-you-care-to-
eatò Roast Beef Dinner on 
Friday, September 15, from 
4:45pm-7:00pm (or until the 
food is gone). The menu in-
cludes: FCCôs ñoughta-be-
world-famousò roast beef, 
mashed potatoes & gravy, 
vegetables, rolls, homemade 
pies, cakes, and more. 
     Cost is $10 per adult, and 
$5.00 for children age 4-12. 
Kids under 4 are free. Take-

out orders are available start-
ing at 4:30pm.  For those with 
special needs there is an ele-
vator available at the 
Washtenaw Street entrance. 
First Congregational Church 
is located at 403 N. Saginaw 
Street in Durand.  For more 
information, go to 
www.durandchurch.com or 
call (989)288-6684. 
     NOTE: Volunteers are still 
needed for this event! Please 
contact BOB EDWARDS and 
ask how you can help. 

     When FCCôs KIDôS 
CHURCH returns on Sunday, 
September 10, 2017 parents 
and others will notice signifi-
cant changes to 
our Sunday 
morning chil-
drenôs ministry. 
As approved by 
the Christian Ed-
ucation Board, 
KIDôS 
CHURCH will 
feature a whole new look with 
changes in format, as well as 
curriculum. 
     KIDôS CHURCH, which 
is designed for boys and girls 
age 4 through grade 6, will be 
expanding this year to include 

the whole Worship hour on 
Sunday mornings. That means 
parents should bring their 
children to the downstairs 

Childrenôs Center 
when they arrive 
for Worship, rather 
than boys and girls 
starting in the 
Sanctuary, and 
then being dis-
missed. Children 
will be checked in 

by KIDôS CHURCH volun-
teers and parents can return to 
the Sanctuary for the Worship 
Celebration. Meanwhile, boys 
and girls will begin the morn- 
CONTINUED - See ñKidôs 
Church,ò on p. 2 
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     First Congregational 
Church is pleased to announce 
plans for a unique type of 
Worship Celebration that will 
hopefully involve a significant 
number of individuals and 
groups. SIMPLY WORSHIP 
is a Sunday Worship Celebra-
tion made up entirely of the 
God-given talents and abilities 
of the church family. It is 
scheduled for Sunday, Octo-
ber 15, 2017 and will take up 
the entirety of the Worship 
Celebration that morning. 
PLEASE NOTE: This is a 
different date than was previ-
ously announced. SIMPLY 
WORSHIP has been resched-
uled to allow more people to 

prepare and participate (Yes, 
we are talking about YOU). 
     The Bible teaches, ñGod is 
spirit, and his worshipers 
must worship in the Spirit and 
in truthò (John 4:24). That is 
the only requirement for par-
ticipation in this unique time 
of celebration and worship. 
SIMPLY WORSHIP is NOT 
a talent show. However, it is 
an opportunity for members of 
friends of First Congregation-
al Church to worship God 
through their talents and abili-
ties. There will be a signifi-
cant amount of congregational 
singing. In addition, groups 

and individuals are encour-
aged to worship through mu-
sic, dance, poetry, reading,  
drama, humor, painting, pho-
tography, sculpture, wood-
working, quilting, knitting, 
embroidery, cooking, and any-
thing else that glorifies God. 
Those forms that fit into an 
order of worship will all be 
incorporated that morning, 
while forms that are better 
displayed will be shown all 
around the Sanctuary. The 
only stipulation is whatever is  
shared or displayed must ex-
press worship and attempt to 
glorify God.  
     There is no age limit, 
young or old, for participation. 

Make YOUR plans and pre-
pare to participate in SIMP-

LY WORSHIP on October 
15, 2017 by sharing your tal-
ents and abilities, and support-
ing others of our church fami-
ly as they do the same. 

 

     FCC is very pleased to 
announce the goal for the 
ñRAISE THE ROOFò was 
met ...and exceeded as of 
Sunday, August 6, 2017. The 
established goal was $50,000 
and financial gifts so far have 
topped $52,000.  
     As most readers our aware, 
First Congregational Church 
took unanimous action at the 
121st Annual Meeting on Jan-
uary 22, 2017 to adopt the 
recommendation of the Board 
of Trustees and initiate, 
ñRAISE THE ROOF.ò The 
project was designed to raise 
$50,000 to finance critical 
repairs on our 119 year old 
building including removing 
of the chimney on the north 
corner, rerouting the heating 
exhaust vent, and replacing 
the entire roof.  
     Because of the over-
whelming generosity of 
FCCôs members and friends, 
as well as two successful 
Roast Beef Dinners all the 

work has been completed and 
paid for in full. In addition, 
there was enough surplus to 
cover the unexpected replace-
ment of the rooftop air condi-
tioning unit. This work has 
also been completed even as 
some continue to fulfill 
ñRAISE THE ROOFò 
pledges which continues to 
replentish FCCôs building 
fund. 
     To raise this amount in just 
six months is absolutely 
amazing and a testament to 
Godôs faithfulness, as well as 
the generosity of his people. 
To all who contributed large 
amounts and small FCC says 
a big THANK YOU!  

 

HOMECOMING 
(continued from p. 1) 

Celebration on Sunday, Sep-
tember 17, 2017. As is usual-
ly the case, it will take place 
at Trumble Park, just north of 
the Church building. The 
Board of Deacons are plan-
ning an afternoon of good 
food and fellowship, and eve-
ryone is invited to join in the 
fun. Bring a dish or two (or 
three) to share, a 2-liter bottle 
of your favorite soft drink, 
and picnic-type table service 
for your family. FCC will 
supply burgers, hotdogs, and 
everything else for a great 
day. We also invite anyone 
who has outdoor games such 
as horseshoes, cornhole, etc., 
to bring them.  
     Has it been a while since 
you worshiped with First 
Congregational Church? 
Have you met the new pas-
tor? Fact is, Pastor Steve has 
been with us over three years 
and he is not new anymore. 
So, if you have not met him it 
has been longer than that. For 
some of you, we know might 
have gotten your feelings hurt 
over something that hap-
pened in the past, or someone 
said something you did not 
like. We are sorry that hap-
pened. Maybe you have just 
gotten out of the habit. 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
is the PERFECT day to re-
new old acquaintances and 
Worship with YOUR church. 
We hope to see YOU on 
Sunday, September 17, 
2017!  

KIDôS CHURCH 
(continued from p. 1) 

ing with various Interest Cen-
ters until everyone arrives. 
Once everyone has arrived the 
morning 
will contin-
ue with al-
ternating 
Sundays of 
music and 
ñBible Quiz 
Bowl,ò a 
new compo-
nent designed to help  
boys and girls learn important 
facts from the Bible (the order 
of the books of the Bible, the 
Ten Commandments, names 
of the 12 Apostles, etc.). 
     When it is time for the Bi-

ble Lesson, a brand-new cur-
riculum produced by our 
friends at Group Publishing is 
being initiated. Group is the 
same company that has pro-
duced our VBS curriculum for 

the last three 
years. ñKidôs 
Travel 
Guide,ò is a 
highly-
interactive, 
bible-based 
series of 13-

week units designed especial-
ly for boys and girls from age 
4 through grade 6. The les-
sons involve life-impacting 
explorations of scripture  
CONTINUED - See ñKidôs 
Church,ò on p. 3 




